
President�s Message
Happy New Year!  May the year 2007 see all your Clivia dreams ful�lled.

Well, that is probably asking a bit much of the Fates.  I do hope you will all try to get to the 2007 annual meeting and show at 
the Huntington in March.  I�m sure you�ll see some things there to spark new Clivia dreams.

My wife and I, along with Rashid and Barbara Qureshi, toured South Africa in September 2006.  We started with the 
Clivia Conference 2006 in Pretoria, and �nished with a visit to the Clivia mirabilis habitat  on a private farm between 
Vanrhynsdorp and Nieuwoudtville.  The entire tip through South Africa was a delight from start to �nish.

NACS was well represented at the conference, and four members of NACS were honored by the Clivia Society (South 
Africa) for their contributions to Clivia:  Harold Koopowitz, Jim Comstock, Joe Solomone,  and the late David Conway.  

The awards were later delivered personally to the recipients by Tom Wells.

After the conference,  NACS had enough members of the Board of Directors present in Pretoria to hold a 
formal Board meeting during the Pretoria Clivia Show.  Several things were dealt with, among them the 

decision to investigate holding an International Clivia Conference at the Huntington in March 2009.

After the Conference, there was a large group discussion among representatives of all the various 
clivia organizations around the world about the question of an umbrella international organization to 
encompass all local and national clivia organizations.  It was the consensus of those participating that 
the present informal arrangements were very good and should be maintained unchanged.  No one is 
eager to give up their independence.

Clivia seem to be catching the attention of the public, at least the garden writers� public.  There 
ar a newspaper article, a magazine articles, and a chapter in a book in the works on the 

subject of our favorite �ower.  The New England group (chapter?) is having a display at the 
Boston Flower Show in early 2007.  Some of our Texas members are trying to organize 

a regional chapter there.  Our informal little Midwestern group will meet again at 
my place sometime in March.  Norm Nakanishi is setting up a formal chapter in 
Southern California.  Things are looking good on the Clivia horizon.

If you have suggestions for articles for this newsletter or for new activities 
that NACS should undertake, or how to improve what we already do, please 
communicate them to someone in the NACS hierarchy.  You can always reach 

me by e-mail at <jshields@indy.net> or by cell phone at 317-506-4726.
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Monk & Daruma
Differences
Monk strain was introduced 
into China about 70 years 
ago, whereas Daruma strain 
(in China we call it Riben-
lan, means Japanese clivia 
or �Ribenlan� in Chinese 
pronunciation) originated in 
Japan and was intruduced 
into China about 18 years 
ago.

The differences between 
typical long leaf Monk and 
Mid-leaf Monk and typical 
Daruma plants is obvious. First, the leaves of Monk plants are longer (usu-
ally between 300 mm to 500 mm long, 90 mm to 110 mm wide). We have 
long leaf Monk (leaves over 450 mm long), Mid-leaf Monk (leaves between 
350-450 mm) and Short Leaf Monk (leaves within 350 mm), among them 
Short Leaf Monk is the best. 

The ratio of length to width is between 3:1-5:1. The leaves of Daruma are 
usually shorter (usually between 200 mm to 300 mm, and 90 mm to 120 
mm wide, some can be as wide as 150 mm wide or even wider), the ratio 
of length to width is between 1.5:1-2.5:1. 

Second, the leaves of Monk are brighter than those of Daruma, the veins 
are more obvious than those of Daruma.

Third, the leaves of a typical Daruma plant are usually pendulous, whereas 
the leaves of a typical short leaf Monk are upright.

Now, a lot of clivia breeders in China cross short leaf Monk, Round Tip 
Short Leaf (another famous Chinese clivia cultivar, which is a hybrid 
between Monk and Dye Factory and Short Leaf) with Japenese Daruma 
to produce shorter and broader leafed cultivars. As a result, a series of 
cultivars were created. Such as Henglan, with the ratio of length to width 
being 1:1-1.5:1; Steel City Short Leaf, actually a Daruma, with the ratio of 
length to width being 2:1 and very broad leaf (can be over 130 mm wide, 
the widest leaf I have ever seen is 170 mm wide and about 350 mm long).

If the progeny resembles Monk, we still call it a Monk; if the progeny 
resembles Daruma, I will call it a Daruma (acutually Chinese enthusiasts 
will call it Anshan clivia or Japanese clivia hybrid), or actually, they can be 
called Chinese Daruma, which is different from original Japanese Daruma.

You can have a look at some Daruma plants, short leaf Monk plants and 
seedlings at photo gal-
lary and plants for sale 
at my website:
http://clivia.topcn.cn/




